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crackle under pressure of the hand.    Positive diagnosis requires a laboratory examination.
Cure and prevention
There is no cure for an animal infected with anthrax. The proper procedure is to institute a thorough investigation and make sure that anthrax is present. One should never skin an animal after death from anthrax. It is not only dangerous to the one doing the skinning, but also to anyone who may handle the hide thereafter.
Vaccination is the only known method of control. All healthy animals should be vaccinated immediately. This is best supervised by the state live-stock sanitary authorities. In many states these officials assume complete charge of the outbreak, taking whatever steps are considered necessary. Vaccination for this disease, as in some others, consists in giving the animals the disease in a mild form. After vaccination an animal is fully protected and may go in perfect safety anywhere on the farm. The first successful vaccine was prepared by Pasteur in 1881 and has been in continuous use ever since. The Pasteur method required two vaccinations a few days apart. This has been considered a disadvantage. Sobernheim later developed a type of immunization called the serum vaccine. This required the use of immune horse serum, together with a weakened vaccine of live germs similar to Pasteur's. Even this method has its disadvantages. The United States Bureau of Animal Industry then developed a variation of the Sobernheim method, using the same immune horse serum, together with a vaccine made from the anthrax spores instead of the germs themselves. This spore vaccine is more stable than the Pasteur vaccine employed in the Sobernheim method. When the immune serum and spore vaccine are used, the animal is almost immediately rendered immune from anthrax. Both serum and vaccine are injected at the same time, thus requiring only one handling. Annual vaccination is necessary.